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SPEECH 


MADE BY 
EUSTACE BUDGELL, Eſq; 
AT 4 


General Court of the Suuh-Sea mn 


Sir Joun FEILO ES, 


1 A Tbiok, Sic, no Gentleman need make any Apology 


for ſpeaking i in a Caſe, where the Publick, and 


his own Private Fortune, are both at — 


ES cn with boner ie to this Greet, I wiſh 


I could ſay, chis. Flouriſbng Company: I hope ſhall very 


ſhortly be able to call it ſo ; In the mean Time, as we are 
all Embarked in the ſame Bottom, and muſt Fr nk or ſwim 


together, I think it every Man's Duty to lay his Hand to a 


dare, and belp to weather the preſent Storm, as well as he 


* am glad to ſce the Proceedings of this General Court 
ſo very different from thoſe of the laſt ; for * muſt give 


me —4 to ſay, Sir, That in my Opinion, if 
had been a Defon Jaid at that Time to have ſunk the Stock, 
| A 2 nothing 


{4 ] 

nothing could have done it more effectually. Your Stock 
was then linking: Every Man's Exp: dation was raiſed upon 
your calling a e Gourt : A Gcucral Court did meet, 
but got one n.w Step was taken in it to ſupport the 
Stock. 

I rejoice to ſee thoſe * Two Gentlemen behind your 
Chair, whole Credit No-body can doubt, whoſe Capacities 
No- body can queſtion, appc ar fo hearty now in our Com- 
mon Caule. 

I am very glad, Sir, to find, that ſince the Mountain will 
not come to Mahomet, Mabomrt | 1s going to the Mountain ; or, 
in other Words, That ſince ycu cannot ratſe your Stock to 
Your Subſcriptions „you are prudently bringing down your 
Sb {criptions to your Stock. 

| confeſs, Sir, I was always afraid, that the Britiſh South- 
Sea was growing a Menfter too big for all the Money in Eu- 
rope to {upport ; and that ſuch a prodigious Leap, as from a 
Subſcriprion of 4001. to one of 10001. had left ſuch a G 
in the building, | as would one Time or other bring it to the 
Ground: But I hope and believe, that the Wiſe and Juſt 
Meaſures you ate now taking, will make the whiole Plan fo 
firm and ſolid, ſo uniform and conſiftent with it ſelf, that it 
may for the future deſpiſe the Attempts of all its Ene 
mics. 


believe there has becn a great deal of Art, A great deal 


of Induſtry uſed by ill deſigning Men, to beat down the Stock 4 
to the Price it now bears; but the moſt artful Story, te 


moſt malicious Falſhood that our Enemies have given out, 
is, That Iwo or Three of our very Directors, that ſome of 
your ewn Body, Sir, have baſcly betrayed the Truſt repo- 


ſed in them, and been. the chief Canſes of the preſent Con- | 


fu fi 104. 
1 co fels, Sir, I can never believe, that Men, who! have 
had the ee to be entruſted with the Fortutics of ſo ma- 


ny of their Fellow-SubjeQs, could engage in ſo Baſe a De. 


fon. 


of a Diver of the South-Sea Company, a Poſt of as _ 


n A. c= Sen. dl ie Pu! terev, who had both ſpoke befor 


Conle- 


The preſent Circumſtances of Things have made the Place 


— — — 


I would not have this looked upon as 4 


HY 

Conſequence as any perhaps in the Adminiſtration of Pub- 
lick Affairs; and it is very certain, Men in this Poſt might, 
if they were wicked enough, get a great deal of Muney 
at the Expence of thoſe who entruſted them: But ſhould 
any offer to raiſe an overgrown Fortune by ſo ſcanda- 
lous a Method, it is impoſlible to think they cou'd be ſafe 
in the Enjoyment of ir. They might indeed, Sir, buy 
large Eſtates, and Gilt Chariots; but I believe they would 
ſcarce venture to ride in them through the Streets of 
London. 

I have only touched upon this, Sir, to ſhew how unli le- 
ly, how improbable a Falſhood the Malice of our Enemies 
has invented. 

Your Proprietors place a firm Truſt and Confidence in Tour 
ſelf, and the Majority of their Directors; and I hope we 
ſhall all a& with new Vigor and Reſolution, from the Ex- 
ample you have ſet us. I am glad to find, that a Neigh- 
bouring Company * have at laſt agreed with us. I think we 
are all of us obliged to them for their Aſſiſtance ; yet give 
me Leave to ſay, Sir, that had they refuſed it, I hope 
we had ſtill Spirit enough left to have helped our ſelves. 

When Our Gracious Governor comes home, and is again at 
our Head, I believe I may venture to ſay, there are no 
reaſonable Favours, no reaſonable Privileges, but may be 
expected from a Britiſb- Parliament, by a Company who 
have already diſcharged ſo large a Part of the National 


J 


I believe, when the Reſolutions which have been propo- 
ſed (to which I heartily conſent) are paſſed, your Pro- 
prietors will readily and unanimouſly return you their 
Thanks for the Pains you have lately taken: Yer I own 


Thing of mere Form, 
and never to be denied | 


you. : 

I hope, Sir, you will pleaſe to remember, againſt our 
next General Meeting, That the only Way to receive the 
Real, the Unfeigned Thanks of this Great Aſſembly, will be 
to DESERVE them. | 
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